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Dal libro di testo Compact Performer Culture and Literature- Ed. Zanichelli :

THE MAKING OF THE NATION

1.1 History 

Meet the Celts  Insights: The Origins of Halloween

1.2 From the Romans to the Anglo-Saxons

1.3 The Norman Conquest and feudalism

1.4 Henry II: the First Plantagenet king

1.5 THE ARTS  The Gothic Cathedral

1.6 History 

King John and the Magna Carta

Reading: Medieval outlaws

1.7 two films about Robin Hood

1.8 literature

The Medieval ballad: Lord Randal

1.9 The Birth of Parliament 

1.10 Society: The three orders of medieval society

1.11 literature
 Geoffrey Chaucer’s portrait of English society- The Canterbury Tales
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 When in April
 The Wife of Bath

1.12 The Wife of Bafa

1.13  The Black death: a great human tragedy

1. OVERVIEW

THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

2.1 History 

Meet the Tudors

2.2 Portraits of Queen Elizabeth I

2.3 History 

King by divine right

Insight- The origin of Thanksgiving Day 

Insight- Guy Fawkes and Bonfire Night

2.4 Science

 An Expanding world

2.5 literature

The English Renaissance

2.6 The Sonnet

2.7 Cultural issues: Woman, lady, mistress

My Mistress’ Eyes (sonnet CXXX) , Sonnet LX

2.8 Culture: why do we study Shakespeare?

2.9 Lit. William Shakespeare: England’s genius

 Insight- Stratford-upon-Avon: Shakespeare’s birthplace

2.10 literature: The structure of theatres 

Internet lab: the Globe Theatre

2.11 The world of drama: To be or not to be

2.12 Lit. Romeo and Juliet: the tragedy of not knowing

the prologue



the ball (Act I Scene V)

the balcony scene ( Act II scene II)

2.13 two Films about..

2.14 Macbeth: the tragedy of Ambition

The three witches ( Act I , Scene I)

2.15 The Tempest: the comedy of forgiveness

The tempest ( Act I, Scene I)

LETTURE ESTIVE

A SCELTA LEGGERE:

 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE della scrittrice J. Austen , Casa Ed. EDISCO- Cod. ISBN 978-88-
441.2010-8

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS ,  Jonathan Swift, Casa Ed. LIBERTY  Cod ISBN 978-88-99279-11-0
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